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Religious, cultural and linguistic 
diversity has always been a reality 
in Germany. Yet determining what 
constitutes success in terms of 
dealing with diversity on a day-to-
day basis is a matter often subject 
to debate. Demonstrating respect 
for each other while living together 
in diversity must be cultivated but 
also involve the active participation 
of everyone affected. We experience 
diversity every day in our commu-
nities: in our neighborhoods, 
schools, at work and in our free 
time. This publication offers in- 
sight into how Germany can 
effectively target living well to- 
gether in a multicultural society 
marked by social inclusion and 
respect for diversity. It examines 
good practices found in other 
countries and recommends 
actions. With contributions from 
Doug Sanders, Armin Nassehi,  
Bart Somers and others. 
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Not everyone in every region bene- 
fits equally from the opportunities 
of digital transformation. The 
digital divide between urban and 
rural regions is growing. The inter- 
national search for good practices 
presents innovative examples from 
eight countries. These examples 
demonstrate how improvements 
in social inclusion and the quality 
of life – regardless of geography  
or social status – can be achieved 
through digital solutions in health 
and care, mobility and logistics, 
learning and information, and 
policy and public administration. 
Also featured are the lessons 
learned from pioneering digital 
nations such as Austria, Estonia, 
Israel and Sweden which have 
application for Germany as it 
develops its own national digital 
strategy, builds its network infra-
structure, deepens digital compe-
tencies and advances the intelli-
gent application of technology.
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Escaping the Escape
Toward Solutions for the Humanitarian Migration Crisis

Conflict and war, but most of all 
overwhelming despair are driving 
massive numbers of mostly young 
people from the Middle East, 
North Africa, Central Africa, the 
Balkans, Ukraine and Central 
Asia to leave their homes for 
Europe in search of safety. What 
do they need most in order to lead 
their lives in peace and security? 
How can opportunities for a 
meaningful and secure future in 
their countries of origin be im- 
proved? How can the EU – acting 
in concert with its principles – 
support these people in their 
search for freedom, self-determina-
tion and well-being?
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This study provides an analysis  
and review of social cohesion 
in 22 Asian countries in a 
comparative perspective. It 
presents a valid and reliable 
measurement of current and 
past levels of social cohesion 
and explores its most important 
determinants and outcomes. 
As an extension of the Social 
Cohesion Radar series, the study 
will be of interest and value 
to policy makers, academics, 
think tanks and civil society 
organizations. 
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Transformation Index BTI 2018

Managing the peaceful transition 
of authoritarian states to democracy 
and a market-economic system 
represents a tremendous challenge. 
Whether it comes to reconstituting 
the coherency of the state following 
armed conflict, expanding partici-
pation rights and the rule of law in 
emerging democracies, overcoming 
corrupt structures, fighting poverty  
and inequality, or establishing 
clear rules for stable market-
economic competition, the require- 
ments are enormous, and the 
pressure on responsible leaders is 
intense. After all, the quality of 
governance makes an essential 
contribution to the success or 
failure of transformation process-
es. The BTI thus systematically 
places political decision-makers’ 
steering capability at the heart of 
its analysis and, as a result, is the 
only index in the world that 
measures and compares the 
quality of governance with self-
collected data.
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